Letter to the Editor
Philippine Daily Inquirer

Dear Sir: 

I would like to correct the inaccuracies in the paid advertisement that
appeared on PDI, May 26:

What is Bt corn? It is not a protein that was incorporated into Bt corn, as the
ad claims, but a gene that encodes for a pesticide. The Bt gene hereditary as well as contagious through cross-pollination. The Bt biopesticide is a toxin (i.e. a poison) as well as a protein. Search www.yahoo.com for both “Bt toxin” and “Bt protein” and one will find four times more hits for “toxin” than “protein”. The GMO lobby’s insistence in using “protein” instead of “toxin” is one of the ways it deceives the public about the safety of Bt corn.

What is Bt? It is not true that natural Bt biopesticide poses no health risk. A commercial Bt brand (Halt) currently on the market says: “Avoid contact and inhalation of spray mist... Avoid contamination of any water supply with this product.” It suggests the following first aid measures: “If ingested, induce vomiting. Dilute by drinking water or milk and call a physician. Remove contaminated clothing and wash affected areas with soap and water. If on eyes, 
immediately flush with running water for at least 15 minutes.” More warnings: “Do not store near seeds, food and feedstuff.” Bt may be safer than broad spectrum chemical pesticides, but it is by no means safe, as the paid ad falsely claims. The industry deceives the public about the safety of its chemical pesticides, about the safety of its biopesticides, and about the safety of its GMOs.

Why was Bt corn developed? It is not true that Bt corn is only effective means to control the corn borer aside from chemical pesticides. There are many ways to control the corn borer: use corn borer-tolerant varieties, available from private breeders; use natural enemies like trichogramma or biopesticides like the Bt bacterium; detasselling; proper timing of planting; diversification;
etc. The DA’s own website (www.da.gov.ph) includes model corn farmer awardees who effectively and consistently control the corn borer without Bt corn. In truth, Bt corn was developed so that Monsanto Corp. may gradually control our corn seed supply. Widespread Bt corn contamination will also create a huge business in genetic testing and earn royalties for Monsanto from its patents in genetic testing technologies.

How widely used is Bt corn now? Bt corn is used widely in only three countries: the U.S., Argentina and Canada. The Argentinian economy is now in deep trouble. Canada has scaled down its Bt corn use. The American Corn Growers Association now regrets its use of Bt corn because of the troubles it caused American corn farmers. Check the www.acga.org website. Other American farmers continue to use Bt corn because their market losses are subsidized by the U.S. government anyway. Filipino corn farmers cannot expect any subsidy from the government for market losses.

How safe is Bt corn? “Substantial equivalence” is an unscientific concept that assumes that GMOs are safe unless proven otherwise. The only way to prove safety is feeding tests. All our natural foods underwent thousands of years of feeding tests. Any new substance like the Bt toxin we intend to put inside our bodies must undergo clinical tests to prove them safe. This means controlled animal feeding tests, followed by feeding tests on human volunteers. Very few Bt corn animal tests have been done, and no human feeding tests at all. Of the various GM foods, only soya has undergone a feeding test on human volunteers (search: Newcastle study on DNA transfer to bacteria in the human gut), and this single-meal feeding test immediately raised concerns about the transfer of DNA sequences into bacteria in the human gut. All claims about health safety are unsubstantiated until scientifically-controlled feeding tests on animals and 
human volunteers show no short-, medium- and long-term adverse effects.

We challenge the pro-GMO scientists and businessmen to face-to-face debates in public and the media. We are confident we can expose all their lies and false claims.
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